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Student Worksheet:  
Laying the Foundation for Deep-Sea Coral Gardens

Driving Question: 

Lophelia pertusa Friends

ASSOCIATED SPECIES HOW THE SPECIES BENEFITS EVIDENCE FROM SLIDE

Shrimp
Shelter, protection from predators, 
access to food

The shrimp is crawling among live 
coral in a position where it could  
easily hide from a predator as it  
scavenges for its own food.
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Student Worksheet:  
Laying the Foundation for Deep-Sea Coral Gardens cont.

Foundation Species Graphic Organizer

Characteristics of 
Lophelia pertusa

Leads to

Benefits of Lophelia pertusa 
to other species

Write a three to five sentence explanation for how Lophelia pertusa coral acts as a foundation species in deep-sea coral 
communities.




